Recently, Wikileaks released a massive amount of leaked US documents containing secret diplomatic communications. Since then, certain governments have threatened to find legal ways to attack Wikileaks. Who has more rights in this situation? Governments? Or the people who provide an avenue for this information to be hosted for human consumption?

Unyimeabasi: My position on wikileaks and human rights is that, wikileaks as a registered organisation and who has for the past years published hidden and/or security information, which is part of its obligation reserves the right to publish whatever it feels like. However, though human rights gives freedom of press and speeches, wikileaks has to be conscious of kind of secret document it publishes, in that, such publication would not cause chaos among nations, especially a country like Iraq, where the whole world is working to end the continued crisis there. I also noticed that part of the information published also has links with Africa. But most importantly, the UN has a bold responsibility to step-in and see that nations affected in the document so published are called for a peace summit. 

lekceem: First on Wikileaks- Bad idea... do not support to leak of such sensitive material that is set to push back years of diplomatic relations

senahussain: why do you feel diplomatic relations are so important ?

lekceem: Because it prevents wars, countries with good relations do not fight with each other, instead they are allies

senahussain: ah, so you're against the information leaked that could create bad blood between particular nations?

senahussain: is there any information that you feel is useful for the public to know?

lekceem: especially since the information I have heard are basically the US "gut feeling" towards a nation 

lekceem: I dont know all the information that was leaked but information that is useful to the public is information that with ignorance will cause harm 

lekceem: People have a right to be protected 

senahussain: what about information such as the US spying on UN officials?

lekceem: I think we would have to consider why they are spying and if they break any laws. I think whether we want to admit it or not individual (country or otherwise) protection generally take precedence over collective protection but if it invades a persons right to privacy then it becomes and issue

lekceem: you right stops where mine begins doesnt it?

lekceem: The point is not to infringe on each others rights

senahussain: but wikileaks has a right to publish the information as well

Nivedita: I think also, it's probably not JUST the US who has these kinds of documents, but all nations

senahussain: did you hear about when wikileaks published the iraq war logs?

lekceem: Doesnt the US have an access to information acts?

lekceem: and yes sena I heard 

lekceem: they were not as big a deal for some reason tho

senahussain: they were documents showing the death count and location of iraqis (civilians and otherwise) for those that don't know

lekceem: Those should be getting the attention that these are getting 

senahussain: yes, it is quite sad that the diplomatic cables received so much more attention than the war logs did

lekceem: didnt those leak earlier 

lekceem: Lives were lost and it blew over in 9 days

senahussain: yes, and didn't create quite the media frenzy

lekceem: Those leaks I support 

KelliKorducki: I can't help but wonder if part of the media frenzy comes from the drama surrounding Julian Assange right now

lekceem: But not ones that are just opinions of US officals who think some country is a danger and says it in undiplomatic terms

senahussain: i have to say, my position on the leaks is that i support their release to the public, especially coming from the US.. we have no ability to keep these imperialistic governments in check, and they are never held accountable to the people

lekceem: No I dont think so Kelli as if my memory served me right they wanted him at that time too with the same allegations

tijoski: I think that wikileaks is a great guy 

tijoski: For me he the freedom of expression is very important but he must respect some rules and secret

tijoski: For do not create some problems

juliadietrich: Well, Im a strong supporter of them - as a journalist, I understand they have a very important role in our society

tijoski: In a world

senahussain: yes, i think wikileaks has been conscious of that too, not publishing names that will put certain ppl's live in danger

lekceem: and freedome of expression has a limit 

juliadietrich: agree with you tijoski

tijoski: You know, when he speaks about Saudia arabia and iran

juliadietrich: I believe it has a limit only when one needs to be protected - not the case of the diplomats in teh US

lekceem: what information in the wikileaks document  was so important to reveal tho?

juliadietrich: My country (Brazil) was deeply offended by the delcarations - our president, congressmen, diplomatic force, etc

tijoski: We have to support the peace at the first time

juliadietrich: agree

tijoski: The ex president Lula support him, and Poutine

juliadietrich: but a country that deffends freedom of speach and democracy is hunting a man for his right of freedom - quite the irony

senahussain: yes, in terms of justice.. i think the US has harmed people in other countries with impunity, and tortured people as well... i think these leaks are not nearly as harmful as what the "diplomatic relations" of the US, aka their foreign policy, has caused

tijoski: But i think it is some times dangereous even though we need to be informed

Nivedita: I think as meeckel said, the undiplomatic manner in which these reports were written is offensive and quite frankly, shameful but the press has a right to publish them.

juliadietrich: support who? (sorry, not the most fluent english right now)

juliadietrich: I think we need to know what they are saying - specially because these comments can harm relations between countries and compromise peace

lekceem: Exactly julia well said. 

lekceem: and we all want world peace (gives Mr. World smile) 

juliadietrich: :0

juliadietrich: :)

juliadietrich: have you guys signed the petition by the way? - on avaaz - http://www.avaaz.org/po/wikileaks_petition/97.php?cl_tta_sign=6f8ff984bb8b27691171fc491da5a3a8

tijoski: Okay, his strategy wiil permit our different responsible to have a good behaviour but he must try to avoid some publications which will create diplomatic crisis

senahussain: in english: http://www.avaaz.org/en/wikileaks_petition/?slideshow

juliadietrich: sorry

Lentochka: I think we should know the truth...and such  not-for-profit media organisations are essential.

juliadietrich: i forgot it was in portuguese

juliadietrich: agree

Nivedita: but there are a lot of "truths" out there that we are not aware of because they do affect diplomatic relations and peace

Lentochka: but I also agree with tijoski about the diplomatic crisis

Nivedita: so is there a line?? or should we be allowed to know EVERYTHING

Lentochka: good point

senahussain: signed it!

pariliza: I can't open it!

juliadietrich: yes, but I think we must get the most we can - different points of view create our own way to the so called TRUTH 

senahussain: http://www.avaaz.org/en/wikileaks_petition/?slideshow

Nivedita: Pparastoo, maybe try www.avaaz.org

Nivedita: and then try searching wikileaks

juliadietrich: we must KNOW  - otherwise we wont be able to choose what we want from our governments

senahussain: or hold them accountable

senahussain: i think governments should be afraid of their people, not the other way around

juliadietrich: transparency is essential

juliadietrich: yep

senahussain: what do you think of the US' attempts to silence wikileaks?

juliadietrich: the us diplomatic source just wrote that my soon to be nominated (she was elected already) president was involved in armed robbery during the military dictatorship

senahussain: do you think they have the right to do that?

juliadietrich: 1st - the info cannot be proved

Lentochka: it shows they are afraid of the truth ..

senahussain: yes, true

tijoski: Law is sometimes complicate, each of them try to defend his cause

senahussain: a lot of the information is simply what people are saying about one another..

juliadietrich: 2nd - we had amnesty that protects both the military force and the opposition mouvement that took action back then

juliadietrich: she was part of the students mouvement that acted against the dictatorship

senahussain: so what are the consequences of these leaks for brazil then julia?

Nivedita: maybe the underlying issue of these reports was trust. These reports just show that the US cannot be trusted....but i'm sorry to say this....is that relaly new to anyone?

juliadietrich: we are all stuned here - because info is being said by the US diplomats without carelessly (is that how its writen?!)

Nivedita: without care

Nivedita: yes

senahussain: does anyone else have anything else to say about wikileaks?

senahussain: btw there's an excellent discussion taking place on our discussion boards about wikileaks

tijoski: I think that he already possess more informations which could protect him

Lentochka: right

juliadietrich: on your question Nivedita, is unbelieveble that a country that invaded Iraq under the premisse of freedom is now hunting a pro-freedom website

senahussain: http://discuss.tigweb.org/thread/442219

Nivedita: excellent point julia!

Nivedita: i think we might switch over to our next topic if that is okay with you all

Nivedita: does anyone have any last minute comments?

Nivedita: on wikileaks before we move over to the LGBTQ rights?

juliadietrich: agree with moving for the LGBTQ discussion

Nivedita: Gay rights have been the centre of controversy at the United Nations recently, as the general assembly voted to remove the mention of killings based on sexual orientation from a resolution condemning arbitrary and extrajudicial executions. How will this impact the Human Rights of LGBTQ people around the world? 

Nivedita: any thoughts?

senahussain: i think that is horrible

pariliza: what do u mean it's horrible?
senahussain: that they have removed  sexual orientation as a protection

senahussain: what do you think about it?

Nivedita: well basically this kind of implies that LGBTQ people do not get the same rights as everyone else

juliadietrich: it shows once again that our society (worldwide) is quite conservative

Nivedita: by the way, does anyone need a definition of LGBTQ? 

Nivedita: just thought I would ask

juliadietrich: here in São Paulo, Brazil, there were 4 (FOUR) recent attacks (last week) on gay man - ABSOLUTELLY INSANE

Nivedita: that is horrible

pariliza: that's horrible

senahussain: yes

juliadietrich: yep

senahussain: so now those people are unprotected according to the UN

juliadietrich: We have no gay rights here - or almost none

pariliza: it's the same in Iran

Nivedita: really julia

juliadietrich: yep

Nivedita: are they really unprotected sena?

KelliKorducki: is it illegal in brazil, or just unprotected?

juliadietrich: we have a very week law on homophobia and thats about it

marinapopova: Aren't their rights given/denied to them  by the national  governments anyway? 

pariliza: it's illegal in Iran

senahussain: in terms of people being killed for being who they are

juliadietrich: no - unprotected

senahussain: yes

juliadietrich: homossexuality is legal

Nivedita: well the other thing is, WHY would they take this out

marinapopova: I mean that there's a law and there's a culture or tradition

Nivedita: they actually REMOVED the mention of kilings based on sexuality

juliadietrich: I can see a wave of conservative parties and leaders showing uo all over the world

juliadietrich: people, of course, are voting for them - 

senahussain: i think partly it also has to do with war and displacement

marinapopova: they may be legal but still not accepted by the majority of people in their home countries

senahussain: and the uneven power imbalance from the first world to the third world

juliadietrich: and I may say that this is happening because we are all leaving a huge wave of econ. crisis, unenployment, etc etc

pariliza: agree

juliadietrich: yep

Nivedita: i just think that this is a step backwards

senahussain: i think homosexuality is seen as a first world thing.. and that LGBTQ rights are seen as being imposed on certain countries

senahussain: but looking deeper, of course the situation was different pre-colonialism

juliadietrich: here in Brazil, a lot is related to a catholic percepction

senahussain: a lot of the harshest laws against homosexuality, specifically, were born out of colonial practices

juliadietrich: most of brazilians are deeply raised under catholic and (cristian - evangelical, presbiterian) laws

senahussain: so you feel that religion plays a role in this julia?

marinapopova: A very big one!

senahussain: how so?

juliadietrich: yep - 

pariliza: yeah

marinapopova: It acts as those things they put on horse's head to make it go straight all the time

juliadietrich: the pope himself condemns homossexuality

marinapopova: and condoms, too

juliadietrich: yep

senahussain: yes

marinapopova: although this has changed recently

juliadietrich: is different though in african-brazilian religions

juliadietrich: or spiritism 

Lentochka: that's true (about the pope)

marinapopova: Some cultures may never be able to accept hoosexuality I think

juliadietrich: but our majority is cristian and not the reformed group ;P

senahussain: however, it becomes complicated when things like women's rights and LGBTQ rights are used as reasons to attack, invade, occupy, or go to war with another country
juliadietrich: sure

Nivedita: and it is a very oppressive and hurtful message

marinapopova: a personal choice makes you who yuou are

marinapopova: you are not born that way

senahussain: what do you think of the blame being put on muslim/arab countries for this exclusion?

marinapopova: who puts the blame?

pariliza: cuz it's the religion

pariliza: i guess

juliadietrich: the problem is that when we say its a choice, we are sayning people might change their mind - hence others can make you change your mind, take the another path

senahussain: some LGBTQ rights groups have done it

KelliKorducki: have done what?

marinapopova: put the blame, I guess

senahussain: have put the blame on muslim/arab countries for the exclusion

marinapopova: well, they are excluded there, aren't they?

KelliKorducki: hmm, interesting. well, religion is often used as a leveraging point to rally people against LGBTQ rights. but that religion isn't always Islam

juliadietrich: yeo

juliadietrich: yep

pariliza: yea

senahussain: but also, i mean beyond religion, we have to look at people's histories, especially those places which have been colonized in the past

marinapopova: I suppose it's down to government to a certain degree to promote diversity but not only on the paper

senahussain: i mean, attitudes towards homosexuality was completely different, pre-colonialism

marinapopova: For example, I never knew any gay people in Russia

juliadietrich: my thesis as an underdrad was on how the mediam looked at Islam - Islam (and Im not muslim) like any other religion sends a msg on peace - the problem are the leaderships all over the world that use religious passages to justify such intolerant behaviours

juliadietrich: Agree with you Marina

pariliza: exactly

marinapopova: but I have a lot of gay friends in England

Nivedita: and that comes down to interpretation of religious texts

marinapopova: and they are not afraid to be themselves

Nivedita: and i think people tend to use these texts to their advantage

marinapopova: true

KelliKorducki: definitely

Nivedita: and you're right Marina, governments have a big role in our feelings of security

senahussain: well LGBTQ ppl definitely threaten the status quo in most places

marinapopova: I liked the film Milk

juliadietrich: We must TALk about it; here in Brazil loads of actions are being taken, but the conservative bench is really strong and has the support of the main religious leaders and also of those who have the real $$$$$ - then programmes are done, but the law doesnt change

marinapopova: where this problem on trust and security was discussed in depth

Nivedita: i haven't seen that movie, but i heard it was very good

marinapopova: It is - watch it

senahussain: yes, conservatism can definitely make obtaining human rights difficult 

juliadietrich: great movie - and sean penn looks awfully cute :P

marinapopova: It's about changing the common attitude and difficulties in doing so

marinapopova: I think it makes a very good point that film

marinapopova: How can you trust someone who is so different to you?

KelliKorducki: that's a good observation. it's an obstacle that several of the characters face, too

Nivedita: but how can you distrust someon knowing they are human...just like you

marinapopova: they, being gay, were laughed at trying to get elected into the local council (I think :( ))

senahussain: Jihad for Love is also a good one

KelliKorducki: yeah, you're right marina

Nivedita: (i know that sounds corny, but i kind of believe that humans are good in nature and we BECOME bad)

marinapopova: @Nivedita - very easily!

juliadietrich: yep - our gay parade (here in sp) started 10 years ago - really really small - and now it has grown to be the biggest one in the world - people are starting to speak up - but the process is soooo slow that is nerve-racking

senahussain: yes

senahussain: so in countries where this is a problem, what do you think the solution is?

juliadietrich: I mean - how OLD will I be before I can see real change happens

marinapopova: Didi you know that in Poland some politicain got angry that a zoo kept a gay elephant?

Nivedita: it is a slow process in a lot of countries and I think it is hard to identify yourself as something when you are afraid in how people will treat you

juliadietrich: My best friend is gay and up to today he suffers loads of prejudice

Nivedita: Julia, that's an interesting and very open question that I would like to pose to all of you.....What do we have to do to see real change happen

marinapopova: Where is that?

senahussain: i think we need to support grassroots LGBTQ movements

marinapopova: I think gayness is more acceptable in more cosmopolitan places, in whichever country  they are

senahussain: true

Nivedita: ya but why do you think that is marina?

pariliza: agree

juliadietrich: I think we MUST ACT - more and more and more - and I, for instance, I take every chance I have to do something for that change - but it isnt magical (I know) and change is slow, but mostly I try to vote on leaders that I think will make a difference, I work with my students in the projects Im involved with, I talk about change all the time - even (and mostly) at bars with friends

marinapopova: exposure to things makes a difference, 

marinapopova: as opposed to having beleifs and convictions

marinapopova: absence of dogma

marinapopova: religious or otherwise

Nivedita: that's wonderful julia

juliadietrich: being very honest - I breathe change, but maybe because Im so involved with trying to change it, I get tired of seeing how long it takes for things to change

marinapopova: it always does...

pariliza: yeah agree

marinapopova: well, look at England - how many black people do you know outside London?

Nivedita: well it's true julia, being that change is good but i feel your pain in how hard it is when you are just one person

marinapopova: It sounds racist, but it's true - tolerance diminishes outside M25

juliadietrich: @nivedita and @marina - same happens here - SP has a MUCH higher tolerance to LGBTQ rights than other parts of my country 

marinapopova: It's everywhere like that

pariliza: well i can't really leave a comment here

marinapopova: Well, I think so at least

senahussain: even outside toronto, it is very intolerant

senahussain: people get followed, beaten, etc

Nivedita: why not parastoo?

pariliza: cuz we don't see much of these i nIran

juliadietrich: but the again, education is worse oustside metropolitan areas

Nivedita: your opinion is your opinion and you are entitled

marinapopova: I've lived in places big and small and I've seen the difference in attitudes

Nivedita: and parastoo, how do you feel about the topic in general?

pariliza: I think it's a part of human rights

pariliza: right?

marinapopova: it is

juliadietrich: :) yep

pariliza: u decide who u wanna be

marinapopova: if you're allowed to : )))))

pariliza: yeeeeeeeeeeeah

pariliza: totally!

pariliza: :))

marinapopova: unless you carry it as a badge of honor or as a cross

senahussain: wouldn't the world be a better place if we all had our human rights? :)

senahussain: i would party all the time.

marinapopova: they tend to clash

senahussain: :D

marinapopova: the rights

senahussain: human rights?

juliadietrich: what do you guys do at your daily routine to change that?

senahussain: ah yes, this is true sometimes

marinapopova: I have gay friends

pariliza: yeaaaaaaah it would be awesome

Nivedita: i work at tig :)

Nivedita: @julia,

marinapopova: and never ever join a conversation which says bad things about gayness

juliadietrich: hahahaha

juliadietrich: true

pariliza: I talk about these stuffs

senahussain: i go to rallies and marches.

juliadietrich: I know its wrong (human rights and all) but I tend to get violent on those conversations...hehehe

senahussain: lol

Nivedita: well also when someone has opinions that may be differnt than my own i don't start a fight with them but listen to where they are coming from

Nivedita: i think that is imortant

pariliza: :))

juliadietrich: yep - but quite hard to do

Nivedita: it is very frustrating

Nivedita: but a lot of the time it is stemming from a lack of understanding

Nivedita: and not necessarily that the person is "evil" and wants to harm others

juliadietrich: If you guys want to, I can send you some links on projects and programmes that are taking place here in brazil in the matter

juliadietrich: I can post it later on the OV Lounge

Nivedita: although...sometimes...it is that they want to harm others :(

Nivedita: that would be excellent julia

juliadietrich: but, off course, most of it will be in portuguese - google translate(?!?)

Nivedita: and i think you should definitely share them with your team if you are inclined

Nivedita: LOL

juliadietrich: sure

Nivedita: you can also put it on the regions portal

pariliza: :))

juliadietrich: ok!

Nivedita: or create an org listing on TIG

senahussain: ok it seems like the conversation is wrapping up

senahussain: any final thoughts on this or the previous topic?

juliadietrich: Im trying hard to promote TIG here in São Paulo, specially because I think that what we are doing right now is the biggest way on change
